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EC hopeful of a better
turnout in Phase 3

Times NEws NETWORK

fter a low voter turnout
was registered in the first
two phases of the ongoing
Lok Sabha elections, the
Election Commission is hopeful of
an improvement in voter participa-
tion in the third phase on Tuesday:

As a confidence-building
measure to ensure that maximum
electors reach polling booths and
exercise their right to franchise, the
Election Commission has
distributed over 37.34 lakh eight-
page voter guides.

According to chief electoral
officer of Uttar Pradesh, Navdeep
Rinwa, there are 1.89 crore electors
in 10 parliamentary constituencies
going to polls in phase 3. A maximum
of 20.72 lakh voters have been
registered in the reserved
constituency of Agra while Etah has
the lowest count of 17 lakh voters,

In 2019, these 10 constituencies
had logged 60.02% voter turnout
with 1.79 cr registered electors. The
voter turnout was highest in
Sambhal at 64.73%, followed by
Hathras (61.76%), Etah (61.7%),
Fatehpur Sikri (60.42%), Firozabad
(60.13%), Bareilly (59.46%), Agra
(59.12%), Aonla(58.97%), Badaun ‘}
(57.17% )and Mainpuri(56.77%). %

“Total 20,415 polling booths |
have been set up at 12,339
polling stations. Around 21% of
the polling booths (4,390) have been
identified as critical. Around 50%
polling booths (10,208) will have

live webcasts proceeding to ensure
peaceful polling,” the CEO said. The
video and webcast recordings would
be available for review while
examining complaints and
grievances related to illegal
activities.

To avoid confusion, the ground
team of the Election Commission
provided around 1.87 crore voter
slips five days before polling.

In another measure, the poll body
will deploy helicopters and air
ambulances in Agra and Bareilly for
security personnel or other staffers
on poll duty in case of an emergency.

Atleast 370 model polling stations
will be set up in the third phase.
Female staff members would be
deputed to manage 79 booths while
39 would be managed by youths.
Individuals with disabilities would
be deployed to manage 47 booths.
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T°S VFOR VARIETY

So far, LS polls are less about o national mood than state-level and caste-conmmunity issues.
BIP firmly remains the frontrunner. But opposition is lnoking more competitive

Aslm All

1F the 204 Lask Sabha cections were n

marnthon of three laps, the first one is

over, Ballots have besn cist on 188

senis, dotied across 1 states, Whnt can

be reasonnbly gouged of the national

plcture so fiar? We see evidence of iwo
e treds.

@ Anempirically veriflable trend is decl ineof voter
turnoul. & slgnifeint shimg compired o last
obectbon. In most stafes, declines have ranged
bertwemen 5% and 1.

& A secodd trend s o palpable Bick of visler
enthusizsm, ot sl compared o the last fwo
eloctions. Campolgn din seems kess ragcons pnd
atresel-bovel aobilkeation bess visible.

The CEDS-Lalerit grespol] survery el painted o
somewhat contradictery picture. MDA wis seen o
bmx mnbmnininbog bs comumanding vobe share fom
lnst ploctions. Yet, there wis o significant drop
{compared o HAE survey) among those who
Tovoured s peurn ol e pove

That element of unceriainty bocomes a litile
maore charged when coupled with low turnout
Mgures, OF codrse, 18 I8 handly possibie Lo bose
any reasonable nationa] predictions merely on
turnout figures. Indeed, without granular benoth-
leveld data, one can'l even make & proper Brecast
Tornny particolor sent

Y¥et, wo emn certninly provide s provisional
pssessment. The election appears, so far o
comstitute o wave-less election. We do not yet see
any promounced polarisation and consolidation
of (e slectorate along o natlonal axis Or any |
manifest hum of voler consensis culiing across A
horizontal (roghonsstate) amd vertical (caste) VY
commilty ) 1ines, sround s towering personnl (v

O balance, (hat ks a copeernlng assessment for
Bdi-led] WDA's prospects of comfortably crossing the
majarity mari.

@ Firstly BIP's majority prospests hinge on the cam
paitgm mssuming o referendum charneter, where naticnal
Ienaleralilp bs seambossly conbolsed bo on overpowering
theme. Modis presidential mmm:lkrl n the last two
general elections (Modi m Mﬂmﬁl powered the
HJF juggernaul I 2008, pe

mnid “Balakot nntional pride” in 200, 1t has switched
back afd forth betwesn Bam Temple (rellgiows pride),
rising Bharat (mational refuvenation) and Modis
gunrantees (welfare provisioning). All these tropes
have gained conslderable fractbon, bl more b e
sense of forming individun] planks aimed at different
eonstiiuencies, ruther than o oversrching theme,
This might explain WIPs disproportionate focus on
responding to theagenda set by Congress s manifesto,
As poomsequemee, thecourse of electoral competithon,

1=
il

across stales, mepains muﬁ\rmlﬂal hied from any

national mood, The electornl pirch &5 defined more
by criss-crossing stileTevel philes, caste-community
enncerns e constitusheleve] negotiations.

Cawveat: This doesniob, hwever: mean that tha cloec-
o |8 pecesanrily Skt on the lssues ralsed by
opposition partics as unemployment, prioe rise
eich, Much rlop-u':rl.i onl ﬂmn—lf\wl dynamics and their

Lt sairvoy, mmiiag th. -ﬂlunl
whi bosed thelr vste on the chsiei of
(e PM candidute, two-thinds voted

POLLITICS|

w] Series on WJ ilstreas nnd Mot quots stir buioy

unity configuritions For
hﬂhmn :lntL Bl imsuies might holp
liftupedther the oppositlon (s furmer

for the Modlbsl NOA  coalitkon,
Presently. also, the preference gap between Modi amd
(next challenger) Ruhol for PM offioe remakns high: 8%
10 7%, necording to the lntest CSDS-Loknith survey
rover; Bl P's compaign over the Inst month has
strugeled to fuse this leadershlp advanioge o o
singularamd irresistible thieme (1 acche din in 2004

‘opposition MVA In Marnthwadad or
HiPas bow-and-order appenl blunts 5F's social justice
plank foywestern U, NDOAS campalgn iparticulardy
mround “¥K paar’) has encountered] choppier waters
mmong alits in the Himdi belt, while generating
endhusisam nmong upger costes and certaln backwird
tastes, NDAS  allancemaking/socinl engineer g

projects shaw stable functioning in Bihar sl AR but
walat ity b Hasnntalo and Mahorashiea,

The conlly limitesd point we con make is that o *regloral
o “loenlly” prepared pitch has a ‘levellingetfoct’, where
thi appasitbon enters a plane of compe itivensas, ol
the very konst

@ Secondle BJP's elecioral eatchment mreas are still
rather linited excluding lorge ports of sesiern and
sauthern Indin. So it's particulardy vilnerable o loss of
support in afew key states. It requdires sweeping victories
In thisse strometold stales to win anothe mubority
Tis Jow: bt fin sdotess 19ho0 TN, Kernka and AP means
that even a dramatie expansion of vote share in
each of These windd translate sl most o singledight
expansion i aggregale sents, Before 2014, the
party's highest tally stocd st n mere 182 seats. RIS
ermaskig oF majerity mark his only besn mads
pomsiblo by the magic’ seep of’ Modi wires,

Caveal: BJP support 5, newertheless, quile
deap, [ wona majority of voles in £3% of seats last
time, and thiis can easily afford minor vote shifts
in ftsstrongholds

As polltienl seipnnist Philip Oldosburg has
inipladned, wanvwe elections disappeared post the W
with the de-contring of Indian polities, with higher
1eveds of populr partielpation. This meant o e
orfentation af litical competition amto fhe stote
Ipved, brought on by reglonal parties, amd o despe-
ndrggof destwocraey brostghton by caste-bosed parties
That was until 204, when two successive Modi
wives seemed to hanve roversed the tide of history
auril re-ce tred national politics. Creating n national
wne, oo is Like cotching lghtnbng in abotile

Further, NIV feces an opposition chastened

g by two ennseeitive Fota A ow lessons have been
b ]unrm an witnessed by the alliano coard ination
'a and the message diseipline displayed by INDIA
= gwer e lnst lew weeks.

@ Ope, Congress his laken a backssat In Hs areas of
wonkness, and is expectad to contest its kwest ever soats
{estimated fo be pround 350 afier the Anal nombiatbons).
In UR, for example, barring a couple of Gundhi family
led rallivs, Congress hns left virtually oll the palitical
space open for an SPled backward casle’ focused
campaign.

® Twn, there's a noticeably higher discipline of
polithenl mesanging in INDIA avousd & soekal justios
platfiorm jewste consisand inereased wellar poymonts),

® Thres, eppesition party senlors have generally
stuck 1o thelr avokiance of personal giiscks on the P
#oning inon govi performance,

While BJF still remnins the clear fivourite, we are
perhings sesing a nniural oscillation back o ‘normal”
competitive politics, pulled aground by gravitational
forees of horizontal (state/ region) and vertical (caste/
cornmniy yeleavapes.

Theartive tso political ressarcher
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In battle for Lucknow, 9 candidates
in fray to challenge Rajnath Singh

Arvind Chauhan
@timesgroup.com

Lucknow; The battlelines
for Lucknow constituency
were drawn on Monday, fol-
lowing the end of the nomi-
nation process for the seat.

Defemce minister Raj-
nath Singh isseeking athird
straight term as MP from
Lucknow which has re-
mained a BJP bastion for
decades now.

Along with him, nine
other candidates are alzo in
the fray. but the only sem-
blance of a challenge to the
T2year-old BJP stalwart
this time is INDIA bloc cans
didate Ravidas Mehrotra
(69), a three-time MLA con-
testing on SPticket.

Rajnath, who joingd RSS
at the agewof 13, is cArrying
the legacy of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payes in Lucknow:,

He wonthe 2019 and 2014
polls with58.7 % and 54.27 %
votes in hi§ favour, respec-
tivelv

His winning margin was
347 lakh (in 2019) and 2,72
lakh (in 2014), which meant
his winning margin grew by
&% In five vears, He became
the Union home minister af-
tér winning the election in
2014 and defence minister af-
ter the win in 2019.

Political observers be-
lieve Rajnath has good sup-
port from Muslims, espe-
cially Shias, apart from
commoners due to his inclu-

ONE FOR THE NATION A voter awareness rally was taken out by a

group of transgenders in the city on Monday

sive approach. Hours after
filing the nomination pa-
pers on April 20, Shia cleric
Yasoob Abbas wisited him
and supported his candida-
ture. Abbas is even maobilis-
ing the support of Muslims
for him.

“Rajnath is very differ-
ent. He is loved by members
of all castes and communi-
ties,” said Yasoob Abbas.

The emotional legacy of
Vajpayee, who had been five-
time MP from Lucknow
since 1991, resonates in the
constituency, giving Raj-
pnath the edge,

Past data suggests that
people in Lucknow have vot-
ed above easte and religious
lines. Even during the peak

of Ramjanmabhoomi move-
ment and other oceasions of
communal divide in the
country, Lucknow never
witnessed any Hindu-Mus-
lim riots.

Rajnath's approach for
infrastructure development
also makes him a favourite.
In the last five years, over
hall-a-dozen flyovers have
come up to decongest the
elty During his tenure as de-
fenee minister, the eity also
became a hub for Brahmos
missile manufacturing and
Gomtinagar railway station
along with Lucknow airport
were redeveloped.

SF and BSP have never
won this constituency, ex-
cept once when VP Singh-

led Janata Dal won it in 1989,
Since 1991, the Lucknow seat
has been dominated by BJP

However, to challenge
the BJFP dominance on the
sent, the SP has fielded Ravi-
das Mehrotra, a graduate in
BSc, who won the 1989 elec-
tion from Lucknow east con-
stituency on.Janata Dal tick-
et with a vote margin of
nearly 7,000, defeating Swa-
roop Kumari Bakshiof Con-
gress, Then in 2012 Mehro-
tra defeated BJP candidate
Vidyasagar Gupta by more
than 22,000 votes in Luck-
now ceniral constituency. In
2022, he once again won
Lucknow central with 10,935
voles margin against BJP's
Rajnish Kumar Gupta,

Lucknow ceniral as-
sembly constituency has 3.7
lakh registered voiers and
Mehrotra managed to se-
cure 1.04 lakh votes, while
Congress candidate Sadaf
Jafar could secureonly 2,927
voles.

Apart from Mehrotra,
the other prominent candi-
date in the fray is BSP candi-
date Mohammad Sarwar
Malik. He had contested
from Lucknow North as
sembly constituency in 2022
but had lost his security de-
posit. Later, his wife Sha-
heen Bano contested for
mavor elections, but lost it
terribly against BJP candi-
date Shushma Kharakwal.

The other seven candi-
dates are independents or
from regional parties.
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LS candidates line

temesgroup.com

lessings of Ram Lalla

have been sought by

more than hall & dozen

Lok Sabhs candldates

during this poll season.

While PM Madi who visited Ram

temple on Sundny has been extreme

Iy vocal about his devetion to Ram,

politicians from Delhi. Bibor Pun-

ks besides Urinr Prodesh, too, hve

‘been making a beeline io the Ram

femmipale o messd the homls bl easinges
Tor wictory in the palls

Thee siandied codie af condiict caing

into foroe on March 16 Though

maparity off the candidaies coming

Ho Ayodhyn sre from the ssffron

AYODHYA

wamp, Congress’ former Punjab T
and party's candidate [rom
Jalandhar Lok Sabha (8C),
Charanjit S8ingh Channi, also
vistied Avodbya in April. Polling is
schiduled fo dnke place for 13 seats
il Funlub an Jumne 1.

Similarly, former Blhor CM
Jitan R Moo whio s contesting
from Gayn os MDA allinnce
eantdidate visited Ayodbya tomple
on Murch 24, Interestingly, both the
former CMs soaght the blessings of
the lord before filing their
nomination prpers.

The list of BIP condidnies (s
lomgesr with Union mbndster Smekt]

-y

Irnnideciding to offer prayers o the
idol o day ahead of filing her
nomination froem Amethi on April
=, LIPS eontesiant from Chandni
Chowh Fraveen Khandelwal, whe
replaced Harsh Vardhan, was in
temple town on A pril 2 along with
Tis Cnemndly

Having secured the LIP ticket

up before Ram

Lalla

Lok Sabha election candidates from all
parties are paying obeisance to Ram Lalla

from Kaiserganj after a lo of
simponse, the son of comtroversial
oW1 chief Brij Bhashan Sharn
Simgh. Karan Sharan Singh. also
visited Ayndhyn in Moy However
Kuran chose to bow down befare
bord Hanuman sf Hanuman Garbil
tfuring his visie. Along with lis
spipariers, e fled the o mination

Cher it oy kn Gomado districe
Ayodhya MP Lallu Singh padd
abeisance 10 Ram Lalls on May 1
before reaching collectorate to
sutimit the dpcuments (o contest
{ram Frimhac seat while Azamgarh
ennedicnte ard Bhofpurd scior-singer
Triryessh Lol Yooy mlins Nhrahuan, hoo,
wais In Rami femipleon the samie dag
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} MODI'S VARANASI AMONG CONSTITUENCIES VOTING ON JUNE 1

Stage set for nomination process on 13 U.P. seats

Brajendra K Parashar
bkparashar@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : The nomination
process for the seventh and the
last phase of Lok Sabha elec-
tions comprising 13 key seats,
including Varanasi where Prime
Minister Narendra is in the
electoral battlefield for the third
consecutive term, will begin on
Tuesday.

The presence of Modi's Vara-
nasi and chief minister Yogi
Adityanath’s stronghold Gor-
akhpur makes the region under
the last phase a critical battle-
ground for the ruling party and
its coalition partners.

This phase is poised to test
the influence of Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC) leadersand
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) allies like Anupriya
Patel, Om Prakash Rajbhar,
Sanjay Nishad and Dara Singh
Chauhan and Opposition lead-
ers like Swami Prasad Maurya.

Thirteen of Uttar Pradesh’s
80 Lok Sabha constituencies
scheduled to go to polls in the
final phase on June 1 are Maha-
rajganj, Gorakhpur, Kushina-
gar, Deoria, Bansgaon (SC),
Ghosi. Salempur. Ballia. Ghazi-

pur, Chandauli, Varanasi, Mir-
zapur and Robertsganj (SC).

In the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tion, the BJP-led NDA won 11 of
the 13 seats. They were Maha-
rajganj, Gorakhpur, Kushina-
gar, Deoria, Bansgaon, Salem-
pur, Ballia, Chandauli, Varanasi,
Mirzapur and Robertsganj, the
first nine by the BJP and the last
two by its ally Apna Dal-Sonelal
led by Anupriya Patel. The
Bahujan Samaj Party, which
was in alliance with the Samaj-
wadi Party, won the Ghosi and
Ghazipur seats, wresting both
from the BJP. The SP and the
Congress drew a blank.

In the 2022 assembly polls,
the BJP-led NDA won 52 (BJP 43
and allies 9) of 64 assembly
seats in the region. The SP won
11 seats while the lone seat that
the BSP won in the state in 2022
belongs to this region only.

Varanasi is traditionally a
BJP stronghold. Barring the
2004 elections when the Con-
gress snatched this seat from
the BJP, Varanasi has favoured
the BJP six times since 1996.

In the last election, PM Modi
won by a landslide getting 63%
of the total votes. His closest
rival Shalini Yadav of the SP got

18.4% of the votes. Modi has
chosen Varanasi for the third
consecutive election. The
SP-Congressalliance has fielded
Ajay Rai, UP Congress Commit-
tee president, against him.

The BJP won four of the five
assembly seats under the Vara-
nasi Lok Sabha constituency in
2022 and its ally emerged victo-
rious in one other constituency.

In Gorakhpur, the BJP has
retained its sitting MP, actor-
politician Ravi Kishan Shukla.

In Ghosi, BSP candidate Atul
Rai polled 50.7% of the votes,
defeating BJP's Harinarayan in
2019. This time the BSP has
fielded Balkrishna Chauhan and
the SP Rajeev Kumar Rai. Arv-
ind Rajbhar, son of Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party (SBSP)
founder and UP minister Om
Prakash Rajbhar is the NDA
candidate.

Ghazipur is another LS seat
(in this phase) that the BSP
snatched from the BJP by
defeating now J&K lieutenant
governor Manoj Sinha in 2019.

Afzal Ansari, elder brother of
mafia-turned politician Mukh-
tar Ansari, the BSP’s winning
candidate is now the SP’s pick
against the BJP's Paras Nath

PHASE7

Constituencies: 13

e Maharajganj,
Gorakhpur, Kushinagar,
Deoria, Bansgaon,
Salempur, Ballia,
Chandauli Varanasi,
Mirzapurand
Robertsganj. The BJP
won nine seats and its
ally Apna Dal-Sonelal
led by Anupriya Patel
bagged two.

#Voting: June1
«Counting:June 4
o\Voters: 2.49 ar
eMale: 1.32¢cr
eFemale: 117 cr
@« Polling centres: 14,183
#Polling booths:
25,658

Rai.

Mirzapur and Robertsganj
went to the Apna Dal in 2019.
Apna Dal-Sonelal chief and
Union minister of state Anu-
priya Patel has won Mirzapur
seat twice since 2014 and she is
trying her luck a third time. Pit-
ted against her are SP's Rajen-
dra S Bind and BSP's Manish
Tripathi.

Robertsganj that is domi-
nated by SC and ST voters has
gone to the BJP six times, once
each to the Apna Dal and the SP.

BJP candidate and Union
minister of state Mahendra
Nath Pandey won the Chanduli
seat for a consecutive term in
2019 by defeating SP's Sanjay
Singh Chauhan by a small mar-
gin. Ballia is the Lok Sabha seat
that former Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar represented
six times in a row till 2004.
Later, his son Neeraj Shekhar
won this seat as the SP candi-
date in 2009. BJP won this seat
in 2024 and 2019. This time,
Neeraj Shekhar is the BJP's can-
didate. In Bansgaon, the BJP
has put its bet on Kamlesh Pas-
wan for the fourth time while
the Congress has fielded Sadan
Prasad. In Deoria, the BJP this
time BJP has fielded Shashank
Mani Tripathi against Con-
gress's Akhilesh Pratap Singh.

Kushinagar seat will test the
influence of Swami Prasad
Maurya, who is contesting as
candidate of the new outfit he
floated. In Maharajganj, the
BJP has fielded Pankaj Chaud-
hary who won the seat in 2014
and 2019.
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{ POLLING IN 10 U.P. CONSTITUENCIES TODAY }

Yadav family’s prestige at stake in 3rd

phase, BJP looks to conso

The BIP had scripted
victory on 8 of 10
seats with support of
non- Yadav OBCs,
non- Jatav Dalits and
upper castes in 2019

Rajesh Kumar Singh
Rajeshsingh@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: The Samajwadi
Party (SP) aims to regain lost
ground while the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party is out to consolidate its
hold in the 10 Uttar Pradesh con-
stituencies that will vote in the
third phase of the Lok Sabha
election on Tuesday.

These 10 Lok Sabha seats are:
Sambhal, Hathras (SC), Agra
(SC), Fatehpur Sikri, Firozabad,
Mainpuri, Etah, Budaun, Aonla
and Bareilly.

A total of 100 candidates are
in the fray for these constituen-
cies spread over the Braj and
Rohilkhand regions of West
Uttar Pradesh. Bareilly has the
most candidates, 13, and Firoza-
bad the least, seven.

The prestige of the Samajwadi
Party’s Yadav family is at stake in
the region, popularly called
Yadavland. Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav's wife Dim-
ple Yadav, the sitting MP, is con-
testing from Mainpuri. Cousin
Akshya Yadav is in the fray in
Firozabad and another cousin
Aditya Yadav is the SP candidate
in Budaun.

Riding the Modi wave, the BJP
had breached the SP fort and
waon eight out of the 10 seats —
Hathras, Agra, Fatehpur Sikri,
Firozabad, Etah, Budaun, Aonla
and Bareilly - in the 2019 Lok
Sabha election, giving a jolt to
the SP-BSP alliance in its bastion.

The Samajwadi Party won the
Mainpuri and Sambhal seats
while the BSP failed to open its
account in this region.

The BJP had scripted victory
with the support of non- Yadav
OBCs, non- Jatav Dalits and
upper caste voters.

For the BJP, U.P. tourism and
culture minister Jaiveer Singh is
contesting from Mainpuri, min-
ister of state Anoop Pradhan Val-
miki from Hathras, BJP Kisan
Morcha national president Raj-
kumar Chahar from Fatehpur
Sikri and Union minister SP
Singh Baghel from the Agra seat.

The BSP is going solo this
time. It has fielded upper caste,
Muslim and OBC candidates.

SAMBHAL

The Samajwadi Party fielded its
Kundarki MLA Zia-ur-Rehman
Barq after the demise of the sit-
ting MP Shafiqur Rehman Barg.
The BJP has reposed faith in Par-
ameshvar Lal Saini, an OBC
leader who lost in 2019. The BSP
has nominated former SP MLA
Shaulat Ali.

Despite the Modi wave in
2019, the SP's Shafiqur Rehman
Barq defeated the BJP's Param-
eshvar Lal Saini by over 2 lakh
votes. In 2014, the BJP won the
seat for the first time as Satya Pal
Singh Saini defeated Barq by
5,000 votes. The constituency
has 22% Muslim, 21% Yadav and
16% Dalit voters.

HATHRAS

This is a BIP stronghold. The
party has won here seven times
since 1991, exceptin 2009, when
its ally the Rashtriya Lok Dal
won the seat. In 2019, BJP's Raj-
vir Singh Diler defeated the SP's
Ramiji Lal Suman.

In the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion, the BJP has replaced Diler
with UP minister Anoop Prad-
han Valmiki. The SP has fielded
Jasveer Valmiki and the BSP
Hembabu Dhangar. Sitting BJIP
MP Rajvir Singh Diler died on
April 24, The Dalits comprise
23%, 28% upper caste, 13% Mus-
lim, 7% Lodh, 14% Jat and 11%
Yadav voters.

AGRA

The BJP won the seat five times
since 1991. The SP bagged it in
1999 and 2004. There are 23%
Dalit and 13% Muslim voters
here. The BIP has fielded Union

idate hold

ALL SET FOR PHASE 3
Total candidates 100

POLLING DATE
MAY 7

Total voters 1,894,788

10 constituencies  pale voters 1,01,44,345

Sambhal, Hathras, Agra,

Fotehpur Sk, 92 pemalevoters  81,69,696

Mainpuri Etah, Badaun, ~ Thirdgender 747

Aoy and Barelly Polling booths 20,415
KEY CONTESTANTS:
Dimple Yadav (5P, Mainpuri)
Jaiveer Singh (BJP, Mainpuri)
sPSinghBaghel  (BIP, Agra)
Aditya Yadav (SP, Budaun)
Akshay Yadav (5P, Firozabad)
Anoop Pradhan Valmiki (BJP, Hathras)
Rajkumar Chahar (BJP, Fatehpur Sikri)

minister SP Baghel whodefeated  won the seat in 2019, defeating

the BSP's Manoj Kumar Soni in
2019. The SP has fielded Suresh
Chandra Kardam and the BSP
nominated Pooja Amrohi.

FATEHPUR SIKRI
The BJP won the seatin the 2014
and 2019 Lok Sabha elections. In
2009, the BSP's Seema Upadhyay
won the seat defeating Congress
candidate Raj Babbar. In 2014,
the BJP's Chaudhary Babu Lal
defeated Seema Upadhyay (BSP).
In 2019, the BJP's Raj Kumar
Chahar defeated Cong candidate
Raj Babbar by over 5 lakh votes.
The BIP has again fielded
Chahar, a Jat leader. The Con-
gress has nominated Ramnath
Sikarwar, a Rajpur candidate,
and the BSP has given the party
ticket to Ram Niwas Sharma, a
Brahmin.

FIROZABAD

Largely an SP stronghold, the
constituency isall set to witness
a three-cornered contest
between the BJP, SPand the BSP.
The BIP replaced sitting MP
Chandra Sen Jadaun with Tha-
kur Vishwadeep Singh. Jadaun

Akshay Yadav amid a rebellion
by Shivpal Yadav, who contested
on the Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party (Lohia) ticket. The SP has
fielded Akshay Yadav while the
BSP nominated former minister
Chaudhary Basheer.

MAINPURI

This is an impregnable Samaj-
wadi Party fort dominated by the
Yadav family, SP founder the late
Mulayam Singh Yadav and other
family members, including
Dharmendra Yadav, Tej Pratap
Yadav and Dimple Yadav, won
theseat in successive Lok Sabha
elections since 1996. The BJP has.
fielded UP minister Jaiveer
Singh to challenge the Yadav
family’s might here. The BSP has
fielded former MLA Shiv Prasad
Yadav from Mainpuri, replacing
Gulshan Dev Shakya.

ETAH

The BJP bagged the seat six
times since 1989. The constitu-
ency was nurtured by former
chief minister Kalyan Singh,
who won the seat as an inde-
pendentin the 2009 Lok Sabha

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh
chief electoral officer (CEO)
Navdeep Rinwa on Monday
said the Election Commis-
sion of India has made prep-
arations to conduct free, fai

peaceful, ind fres

Agra has highest number
of voters, Etah the lowest

inclusive and safe polling in
the 10 Lok Sabha seats of
Uttar Pradesh going to the
polls in the third phase of the
seven-phased 2024 general
election on Tuesday.

“Police and security per-
sannel have been trained to
behave courteously and
cooperatively with voters,”
he said.

There are a total of 20,415
polling booths and 12,339
polling stations while 4,390
booths have been categorised
as critical.

To maintain vigil on vot-
ing, the ECI has deployed 3
special observers, 10 general
observers, 6 police observers
and 14 expenditure observ-
ers, Besides, 1,887 sector
magistrates, 241 zonal magis-
trates, 668 static magistrates

UP chief electoral officer
Navdeep Rinwa, SOURCED

Adequate paramilitary
forces have been deployed to
conduct the election peace-
fully. Also, 88,420 polling
personnel have been
deployed in the 10 constitu-
encies. In the polling, 25,819
EVM control units, 25,819
ballot units and 27597
VVPATs will be used.

Highest number of voters
are in Agra (SC)—2.072.685
and the lowest number of
voters are in Etah—1,70,0524.
A total of 100 candidates are
in the fray in the 10 Lok
Sabha constituencies. Of
them, 8 are women candi-
dates. Maximum 13 candi-
datesare in Bareilly and min-
imum 7 candidates are in the

and 2,859 micro observers  fray in Firozabad Lok Sabha
have also been deployed. constituency. HTC
election after rebelling against ~ Shakya.
the BJP. His son Rajveer Singh,
who won this seat in 2014 and  AONLA
2019, is the BJP candidate again.  The BJP won the seat thricein a
The SP has fielded Devesh  row in 2009, 2014 and 2019, It
Shakya to make inroads in the  has fielded sitting MP Dharmen-

BJP's non- Yadav OBC support
base. The BSP has fielded a Mus-
lim candidate, Mohd Irfan, to
make the contest triangular.

BUDAUN

The SP bagged the seat in six
consecutive LS polls in 1996,
1998, 1999, 2004, 2009 and 2014.
Aditya Yadav, son of Shivpal
Yadav, is making his electoral
debut from Budaun.The BIP
replaced its sitting MP Sanghmi-
tra Maurya with Durvijay Singh

dra Kashyap. The SP has nomi-
nated Neeraj Maurya, a BSP
defector. The BSP has fielded
Syed Abid Ali.

BAREILLY

The BIP replaced its eight-time
MP Santosh Gangwar with Chat-
trapal Gangwar. The SP has
given the ticket to former MP
Praveen Singh Aron. The BSP
fielded former MLA Chotelal
Gangwar, but his nomination
was rejected during scrutiny.
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Waiting for the
voters to turn up

Past the halfway mark, turnout and the
Constitution become the talking points

he general elections cross the halfway mark

today as another 93 constituencies go to the

polls — polling was completed in 190

constituencies in the first two phases. As per
the 2019 results, the contest in the first two phases
was near even, whereas the BJP swept the seats in
the third phase —along with its allies it won 75 of
the 93 third-phase seats in the last elections while
the INDIA bloc won just 11,

Political parties that have the skills to smell a win
or aloss will be better placed to gauge the mood of
the electorate by the end of polling Tuesday,
something that should make itself evident in their
outreach and messaging in the run-up to the fourth
phase polling, on May 13,

One of the talking points of the past two phases
was the dip in turnout, especially (according to
anecdotal evidence) among women in the heartland.
An analysis of polling data by this newspaper
confirmed there has been a marginal dip in polling
percentage-wise but concluded that no inference
could be drawn from it. Still, this number will be
closely watched, especially because, as an HT
analysis shows, the constituencies voting Tuesday
have always lagged in terms of turnout. Another
talking point was the delay in the Election
Commission of India (ECI) releasing the final polling
figures. Hopetully, ECI will be quicker this time; the
credibility of the institution is under scrutiny.

The BJP campaign led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has mentioned the considerable achievements
claimed by the government in its 10 years in power but
focused more on the Opposition. The Congress and
Opposition parties have claimed that the BJP could do
away with reservation for deprived classes, something
the party has denied. Expectedly, amidst all the
polarising rhetoric, there have also been substantive
conversations about the Constitution and where
various parties stand.

Their behaviour shows that the electorate is likely
both sensitive and respectful towards this founding
document of the Republic, which they understand as
the guarantor of their rights. All political parties have
been quick to recognise this and nuance their positions
to dispel any notions that they are disrespecttul to
constitutional values. This points to a deepening of
democracy in the country, wherein the citizens also
recognise the centrality of the Constitution in the
democracy project.

That would be a welcome change — if only it had
not been accompanied by the polarising rhetoric.
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KARAN BHUSHAN
SINGH BOOKED
FOR VIOLATING
POLL CODE

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

AYODHYA : A case for violation
of the code of conduct has been
registered against BJP candi-
date Karan Bhushan Singh from
Kaiserganj.

Karan Bhushan Singh
replaced his father, BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh, who
was denied a ticket from Kaiser-

ganj.

The Gonda district adminis-
tration lodged an FIR against
Karan Bhushan Singh at Tarab-
ganj police station on Sunday.
He was charged with talking out
a convoy of vehicles without
permission, and his supporters
openly flouted the Model Code
of Conduct and Prohibitory
orders by bursting crackers in
public places.

On Saturday, Karan Bhushan
Singh's supporters burst fire-
waorks in Belsar market of Tar-
abganj police station area.

After investigation, a case has
been registered on the orders of
district election officer Neha
Sharma.

Circle officer, Tarabganj
police station, Saurabh Varma
said that the matter of the viola-
tion of the code of conduct and
taking out the convoy without
permission had been taken very
seriously by top officials.

A convoy of dozens of vehi-
cles was taken out along with
fireworks.

Public meetings were also
organised at many places with-
out permission, he said.

Karan Bhushan Singh FILE

HE WAS CHARGED
WITH TAKING OUT
A CONVOY OF
VEHICLES
WITHOUT
PERMISSION
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likely to ask X to take
1ataka BJP’s video post

s on notice to Rahul, BJP seeks more time to respond

: WSS Express has learnt. The a similar notice was sent
DAMININATH Congress had filed a to BJP chief ] P Nadda for
& RITIKACHOPRA complaint with the state iolati i

MCC violations by Prime
NEWDELHI, MAY6 chief electoral officer on Minister Narendra Modi,
1 Sunday. the party islearnt to have
THEELECTION Commission(EC) = Meanwhile, the DE.EA%‘EN sought asecond deadline
is hkely to ask X (formerly Congress is learntto have

extension.
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Pall hattle enters crucial Phase Il
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n next four will be on May e
issue doy the 13, 20, May 25 and il
poll discourse. June 1. Counting of votes A
ﬁ#ﬂlﬂaﬂt is on June 4. Jammu and L
for the BJP and its 5 Anantnag- e
allies, which had, in Rajouri Lok Sabha seats L
2019, won 75 of the tmtall:otov?cellﬁl:n I
93 seats going to ird phase of polling. s
on T\letd&l;:swme However, due to plevenl ¢
INDIA Bloc parties had won ~connectivity  issues, the b
only 11. Four seats had gone to  Election Commission of India Congress ¥
the Shiv Sena, two  rescheduled it to May 25, r
in were won bylndzgendcnm. and  During the campaign, the BJP BIP f
283 will be Bengal, and all two in Goa. one by the AIUDE had to face the ire of the Congress 1
after the third phase of The Union Territory of Dadra With the first two phases Kshatriya community over a 1
and Nagar Haveli and Daman  registering a dip in voter remark made by Rupala in BIP i 1
L to EC, over 17.24 and Diu (2 seats) and nine seats turnout as compared to 2019, Rajkot. i
crore voters will cast their vote in Pradesh, including the question is whether the He had claimed several rulers ! Yadav P
in_the third phase for 93 Betul where elections were third phase will buck the trend  from the community had “roti A
f seats. A total of deferred, will alsogoto pollson amid hot weather and heat and beti” (marriage and trade) — __—
041 inter-State and 275 Tuesday and over 11 crore waves in these States. relations with the British and | phubri
nternational Border check ple will be eligible to vote.  After the third dph‘se' voting  other foreign invaders.
osts are keeping strict vigil on  Campaigning for the third will be completed in 283 out o Continued on Page 8 mm ___\Congress
e

13



THER 93 &1 A8 3w feAie: 07 98, 2024

Pioneer

@eepfakes e

" Amit Shah's doctored vldeo.

p ides, Shah, Congress
l[ahul Gandhi and
ﬁﬂbu‘rWO*Od actors Aamir
n Khan, * Ajay Devgan, Kajol,
~‘Rashm : ‘Manda ,?a and.
38 ngh posted on cer-
,MWMM&ahmdles were -

aken wg_lwnandcrlmmalcom- ,

nts were filed. .
Ul , EC wrote to polit-

| detaﬂlng the pro-
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